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Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
7:30 PM

Welcome
A Moment of Silence
Opening
This is the night that Christ gave himself into the hands
of those who would slay him.
This is the night that Christ gathered with his disciples
in the upper room.
This is the night when Christ took a towel,
and washed his disciples’ feet,
giving us an example that we should do to others
as he has done for us.
This is the night that Christ gave us this holy feast
that we who eat this bread and drink this cup
may proclaim his holy sacrifice
and be partakers of his resurrection,
and at the last day may know the fullness of the Kingdom of God.
Opening Hymn: VU 133 Go to dark Gethsemane
Sermon
Pastor Steven
Hymn: VU 147 What Wondrous Love is This

(Video)
(Video)
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WORD
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray:
Eternal God,
In the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people,
and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.
Open our hands and hearts to receive this uncalled for gift,
This fractured food, this feast
where untouchables meet, human and divine;
Through Jesus Christ, the passion of God. Amen.
The First Reading: Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14 Instructions for the first Passover
GOD said to Moses and Aaron while still in Egypt … Address the whole community of
Israel; tell them that on the tenth of this month each man is to take a lamb for his
family, one lamb to a house. If the family is too small for a lamb, then share it with a
close neighbour…
Keep it penned until the fourteenth day of this month and then slaughter it—the entire
community of Israel will do this—at dusk. Then take some of the blood and smear it on
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which you will eat it. You are to eat the
meat, roasted in the fire, that night, along with bread, made without yeast, and bitter
herbs. Don’t leave any of it until morning; if there are leftovers, burn them in the fire.
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“And here is how you are to eat it: Be fully dressed with your sandals on and your stick
in your hand. Eat in a hurry; it’s the Passover to GOD.
12-13
“I will go through the land of Egypt on this night and strike down every firstborn in
the land of Egypt, whether human or animal, and bring judgment on all the gods of
Egypt. I am GOD. The blood will serve as a sign on the houses where you live. When I see
the blood I will pass over you—no disaster will touch you when I strike the land of Egypt.
14-16
“This will be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the
Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

Thanks be to God!

Hymn: When Israel was in Egypt Land

(Video)
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Second Reading: John 13: 1-17, 31b-35

Jesus washes his disciples’ feet

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with
the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord,
are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”
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Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet,
but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was
to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—
and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example,
that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
31
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God
has been glorified in him.
33
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love
one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

Hymn: Stay with us, O Lord Jesus Christ

(Video)
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TABLE
May the Holy One be with you
And also with you
Lift up you hearts
We lift them up to God
Let us give thanks to our creator
It is right to give our thanks and praise
Blessed are you, tender God.
In love for our broken world, you gave us your son Jesus,
so that your whole creation might find abundant life through him.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus took on our vulnerable flesh
and shared our human nature,
living and dying as one of us, so we might be reconciled to you.
By the power of the Spirit Jesus courageously walked the way of the cross
so he could embody your great love for all.
Choosing to bear our griefs and sorrows, and giving up life on the cross,
Jesus scattered the chains of evil and death,
And banished sin and despair.
And so we raise our voices in the joyful song of all creation:
Holy Holy Holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of God.
Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
On the night that Jesus was arrested, he shared a meal with his friends. He took bread,
blessed it and broke it saying “Take and eat, for this is my body given for you, do this in
remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup, offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying:
“Drink this, all of you. this is my Blood of the new covenant; poured out for you, and for
all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and cup,
and all that we offer,
so that, filled with your Spirit’s power,
we may be kindled with the fire of your love
and empowered for the service of your Kingdom.
Raise us up, as the body of Christ for the world.
so that during this time of Isolation and Pandemic
we may continue to grow together in unity and love,
through Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
With our Saviour Christ among us we now pray: God our Mother and Father in Heaven,
hallowed be thy name……
At the breaking of the Bread
Holy things for Holy People
Thanks be to God
At this time we will share communion.
Taking the bread:
Together we share the body of Christ.
Taking the cup:
Together, we share the blood of Christ, the Cup of Blessing.

* A time of silence follows holy communion. *
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Prayer after communion:
Let us pray:
Holy God, source of all love,
on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment,
to love one another as he loved them.
Write this commandment in our hearts;
and give us the will to serve others, as he was the servant of all,
who gave his life even on the cross for us.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
A reading from Matthew 26: 31, 36.
31

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it
is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
36
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
Music: Psalm 22

(Video)

❖ Psalm 22 is sung as the Altar is stripped
(stripping the altar symbolizes Jesus’ humiliation)
❖ The lights are dimmed
❖ We pause for a moment of silent prayer
❖ We log off the service in silence

❖ We leave the service in Silence.
❖ We continue tomorrow on Good Friday at 10:30 am
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Good Friday
April 2, 2021
10:30 am

We Gather in the Shadow of the Cross
Welcome
Silence
Opening Prayer
May God be with you
And also with you
Let us Pray:
Merciful God,
Look graciously on us, your people,
for whom your beloved Jesus
was willing to be betrayed,
laid open to the powers of this world,
and suffer death on the cross.
Grant us your presence on this day of his passion,
that we might be with him,
through death to resurrection.
We pray in the name of our crucified saviour.
Amen.
Hymn: My Song is Love Unknown VU 143
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A Reading of the Gospel According to Luke 23: 26-56
Reader: Harper Forbes
Simon Is Compelled To Carry Jesus’ Cross
26

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the
country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A great
number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating
their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For the
days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do this when the wood is
green, what will happen when it is dry?”
Jesus is Crucified
32

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with
him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen
one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
Jesus is Mocked
39

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”
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Jesus Dies
44

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, 45while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they
returned home, beating their breasts. 49But all his acquaintances, including the women
who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.
Jesus is Buried
50

Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of
the council, 51had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of
Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen
cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54It was the day
of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. 55The women who had come with him
from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56Then they
returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the sabbath they rested according to
the commandment.
Hymn:

Jesus Remember Me

VU 148

Reflection: Rev. Lionel
Prayer
Loving God,
May we whose lives have been touched
by Christ’s own self-giving
share the same love and grace with our world. Amen.
Hymn:

Were You There VU 144
❖ We leave the service in Silence.
❖ We gather on Easter Sunday at 10:30 am
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Welcome to worship

Easter Sunday
April 4, 2021, 10:30 am
Holy Communion

We Gather in Joyful Celebration
Words of Welcome
Acknowledgment of the Land
The Easter Gospel According to John (20: 1-2)
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb where Jesus had been buried.
When she got there, her heart pounded as she took it all in - she couldn’t quite believe
her eyes. What was going on? As she stood there, looking at the tomb, she saw that
the huge stone that had used to seal the entrance to the tomb had actually been rolled
away! What was happening? And what could this possibly mean? Mary felt too
terrified to actually dare to look inside the tomb, so instead, she ran as fast as she could
to find Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, so she could tell
them the unbelievable news. But what would she tell them?? And what on earth
could all of this possibly mean?
We Open the Alleluia Box - VU # 958 “Halle Halle Halle”

VIDEO

Greeting
One: Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Opening Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today VU 155
Prayer of the Day
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Loving God,
through the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus your beloved child
you have overcome the broken ways of our world
and opened up a way
to new and abundant life for us all!
Help us to joyfully believe the good news
that Jesus is indeed risen and present among us,
embracing us with your own love and forgiveness
May all that we say and do shine out with Jesus’ risen and renewed life!
We ask this in the name of the One who is with us still,
Jesus our brother and faithful friend. Amen.
We Open our Hearts to the Spirit’s Voice
A Reading from Acts 10:34-43
34
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word, Thanks be to God
Reflection: Pastor Steven
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Sung Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia, Lord …”

Holy Gospel According to John 20: 3 - 18
When Mary reached Peter and the disciple Jesus loved, she said to them: “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”
3
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.
4
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did
not go in.
6
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned
to their homes.
11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?”
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She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have
laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not know that it was Jesus.
15
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).
17
Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my disciples and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’”
18
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she
told them that he had said these things to her.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word, Thanks be to God
Reflection: Rev. Lionel
Hymn: Joy Comes With the Dawn

VU 166

Alexandra Huynh Do

Prayers of the People
Alive in the Risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us bring our prayers to God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence is kept
Praise to you for the power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the
power of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever
death holds sway. God in your love, hear our prayer.
Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection. Fill all of creation with your life.
Bring it to blossom and flourish; may its beauty remind us of your constant grace.
Cultivate our care for the whole web of life.
God in your love, hear our prayer.
Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your
peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and
inspire new beginnings.
God in your love, hear our prayer.
14

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all who are struggling with hope.
Empower us to offer reassurance to the fearful, comfort to the sick and suffering,
compassion to the dying and new hope to the grieving.
God in your love, hear our prayer.
Tender God, at this time, we lift up our prayers for all who are in need:
Intercessions are spoken
With thanksgiving for the gift of new life in Christ we offer our prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus, our brother. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Prayer of Dedication for the Gifts
God of resurrection, with joy we offer these gifts.
May they bring new life and new hope to all who are in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Easter Medley: The Masked Bandits of Claremont United Church
Communion Hymn: Now the Green Blade Rises
https://youtu.be/IOtZcy_5nFE

VU 186

VIDEO

Holy Communion
May God be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
Our hearts are filled with joyful song
Let us give thanks to God
It is right to offer our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, God of New Life!
We are especially thankful this Easter morning
that you have declared us free:
free from our decaying tombs,
free from past ways of being,
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free from judgment and despair.
In the presence of the Risen Christ,
you fill us with new life
and set our feet on a joyful, new path!
Blessed is our brother Jesus
who opened his life up to the spirit’s unsettling ways,
so he could proclaim your amazing love.
We remember Jesus, who on the night that he was betrayed …
And so, with this bread and cup, we joyfully proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Send your life-giving Spirit
upon us and upon these gifts of bread and cup.
May we know your risen presence through these gifts!
Give us grace to share our bread with the hungry and with the hungry of heart.
Draw us into your dance of life - and into your vision of a world made whole!
Blessed be God
Creator of beauty
Blessed be Christ
Risen friend
Blessed be the Spirit
Empowering presence!
This is our prayer –
now and always! Amen!
With our Savior Christ, we pray:
God our Heavenly parent, hallowed be thy name …
At the breaking of the bread
Holy things for holy people!
Thanks be to God!
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Post-Communion Prayer
Loving God, through these gifts of bread and cup
you feed us with your Easter life.
Send us from this table
to tables throughout the world,
to joyfully serve in Jesus’ name. Amen!
Hymn : VU 352

“I Danced In the Morning”

Lord of the Dance
1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun,
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth,
At Bethlehem I had my birth.
Dance, then, wherever you may be;
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be,
And I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.
2. I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,
But they would not dance and they would not follow me;
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;
They came to me and the dance went on.
3. I danced on the sabbath when I cured the lame,
The holy people said it was a shame;
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high;
And they left me there on a cross to die.
4. I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black;
It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back;
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone,
But I am the dance and I still go on.
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5. They cut me down and I leapt up high,
I am the life that’ll never, never die;
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me;
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
Blessing and Commissioning
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Hear the good news – the tomb is empty!
Sorrow and mourning – left behind.
Fear and shame – left behind.
Sin and death – left behind.
Our old ways and our old selves – left behind.
Let us go forth in the joy of the resurrection!
And may the blessing of God:
Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit
be with us now and always!
All: Amen!
Sung Blessing: An Easter Hallelujah

https://youtu.be/-j3NZEdHQaI

Church Announcements
Rev. Lionel and Pastor Steve will be on vacation
from Mon April 5 – Sunday April 11, 2021.
For any pastoral emergencies,
please contact Rev. Elizabeth Cunningham
at: 416 801 8739
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WORSHIP on Sunday April 11
during Rev. Lionel’s vacation
Fairbank United Church will be hosting a worship service on Sun April 11 at 10:30 am,
led by Marilyn Elphick. Use your regular Sunday Zoom link to attend this service.
This service WILL NOT be available on YouTube.
You are also welcome to join Stouffville United Church’s worship at 10:30 am.
Search Stouffville United Church in google, and go to their homepage to view the
service on YouTube. Or search: www.stouffvilleuc.ca and then click on the
YouTube screen that appears on their homepage for viewing the service.

Join us on Sunday April 18 for Holy Humour Sunday.
Find a family friendly joke (it doesn’t need to be religious)
to share during the service!
Or send us a video of you telling a joke!
Lighten your spirit with this joyful Easter Season service!
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Goodwood United Church – Weekly Programs & Meetings
Online Community Check-in: Tuesdays at 10:00 AM, on Zoom. Join us for an opportunity to
connect and find supportive community through our regular weekly check-in meetings. At the
conclusion of our check-in time, we move into our weekly “Conversations about Life / Not
your Typical Bible Study” group. Feel free to join us!
The Knit-Wits: Wednesdays at 10:00 am. This is Goodwood United Church’s weekly ZOOM
group for Knitting, crochet and other needle craft. This group facilitates our congregation’s
Prayer Shawl Ministry. They will keep you in stitches! To find out how to connect with this
group on Zoom, contact Shirley Baster.

CLAREMONT UNITED CHURCH - Weekly Programs and Meetings
Wednesdays @ 12:00 noon – Join us for a Zoom “drop-in” meeting.
Everyone is invited to join us for these “Virtual Brock Café” Zoom gatherings to connect with
our congregational community, catch up with each other and to share support.

Join our joint BOOK STUDY GROUP
for all 3 Churches & friends:
Friday Mornings at 10:00 AM on Zoom.
➢ The Book study is currently taking a short break
➢ We will resume meeting on Friday April 16, 10:30 am to continue
our reading in the book: UNSETTLING the WORD: Biblical
Experiments in Decolonization.

Join us for Worship on YouTube
Join us on our NEW CFG Worship YouTube Channel for all 3 Churches:

https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCSwegSn9y2rGxyVFtdGGtxA/videos/live?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%
7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D

or go to Youtube.com and search CFG Worship.
Please also click the subscribe button.
For past services, please see this Link (Fairbank United Church’s YouTube channel):
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1HPD2ai10bo-qbNaXvNVtw
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Continued Financial Support
for our Congregations
Please prayerfully consider how you can
continue to support your congregation’s
ongoing ministries during this time.
• Offerings can be mailed to the church
address itself
• PAR forms (for pre-authorized debit) are
available from your church treasurer
• You can send your offering by E-TRANSFER through your online
banking. Here is where to send them:
For Claremont United send to: treasurercuc@outlook.com
For Goodwood United send to: goodwooductreasurer@gmail.com
Thank you for your continued support of our congregation’s ministry.
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