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Welcome to worship! 
Sunday July 12, 2020 
6th Sunday after 
Pentecost  
A joint online Zoom worship 
Service with: Claremont, Fairbank 
& Goodwood United Churches and 
Guests 

 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Steven Loweth & Rev. Lionel Ketola 
 
Onelicense #  A-723979  CCLI # 11550809 
 
Announcements & Today’s Worship Theme  
 

We Gather to in Joyful Celebration 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
There was a man named Jesus, who embodied God’s love and compassion in such surprising 
ways.  And he said:    I am the light of the world  
 
Acknowledgement of the Land 
As we begin our worship, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land where each of 
us are gathered today.  We pay my respects to the Elders past, present and emerging, for they 
hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of all Indigenous peoples on 
Turtle Island.  
God of justice, help us to embody your call to reconciliation with our First Nations in 
tangible, loving ways. Amen.  
 
 
 
God who gives to life it’s Goodness VU 260     VIDEO  
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Call to Worship  
 

If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens, 
come to me and I will give you rest. 
Take the yoke I give you. 
Put it on your shoulders and learn from me. 
For I am gentle and humble, and you will find rest. 
My yoke is easy to bear, and this burden is light. 
 
Christ calls us to come to worship 
To rest from the things that are troubling us 
To gather around the Living Word 
To open our hearts to the Spirit’s voice  
To discover what it means to follow Jesus  
To be awakened to new ways that we can serve others 
To return to the world, empowered to share God’s amazing love!   
Let us worship God 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Divine sower,  
extravagantly scattering seed,  
never hoarding, wasting life – or so the world thinks …  
Give us the depth to receive the gift so freely given 
and the maturity to revel in Love’s abundant, reckless growth; 
through Jesus Christ, the grain of life.    
Amen.  
 

We Open our Hearts to the Spirit’s Voice 
 
One:   Whether you take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth or story, listen 
now to these words for the meaning they hold in your lives today.  
All:  May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder, as we ponder the meaning of these 
words in our lives. 

Genesis 25:19-34  (Translation: The Message)  Reader:  Ron Trewin  

19-20 This is the family tree of Isaac son of Abraham: Abraham had Isaac. Isaac was forty years 

old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan Aram. She was the 

sister of Laban the Aramean. 
21-23 Isaac prayed hard to GOD for his wife because she was barren. GOD answered his prayer 

and Rebekah became pregnant. But the children tumbled and kicked inside her so much that 
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she said, “If this is the way it’s going to be, why go on living?” She went to GOD to find out 

what was going on. GOD told her, 

Two nations are in your womb, 

    two peoples butting heads while still in your body. 

One people will overpower the other, 

    and the older will serve the younger. 

24-26 When her time to give birth came, sure enough, there were twins in her womb. The first 

came out reddish, as if snugly wrapped in a hairy blanket; they named him Esau (Hairy). His 

brother followed, his fist clutched tight to Esau’s heel; they named him Jacob (Heel). Isaac was 

sixty years old when they were born. 
27-28 The boys grew up. Esau became an expert hunter, an outdoorsman. Jacob was a quiet man 

preferring life indoors among the tents. Isaac loved Esau because he loved his game, but 

Rebekah loved Jacob. 
29-30 One day Jacob was cooking a stew. Esau came in from the field, starved. Esau said to 

Jacob, “Give me some of that red stew—I’m starved!” That’s how he came to be called Edom 

(Red). 
31 Jacob said, “Make me a trade: my stew for your rights as the firstborn.” 
32 Esau said, “I’m starving! What good is a birthright if I’m dead?” 
33-34 Jacob said, “First, swear to me.” And he did it. On oath Esau traded away his rights as the 

firstborn. Jacob gave him bread and the stew of lentils. He ate and drank, got up and left. 

That’s how Esau shrugged off his rights as the firstborn. 

 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word   Thanks be to God  

Reflection:  Rev. Lionel Ketola  

Psalm 119: 105-112 Thy Word is a Lamp Unto my Feet          VIDEO  

Mathew 13:1-9, 18-23 

13That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”  
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18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word   Thanks be to God  
 
Reflection:  Pastor Steven Loweth   
 

We Joyfully Respond to the Good News 
 
Hymn of the Day:   Take my Life and Let it Be  VU 506     VIDEO  
 

Invitation to the Offering 

Prayer of Dedication for the Gifts  

As we offer our gifts and lives in this moment, 
may we become imitators of you, Gracious God, 
who holds nothing back from us, 
but is generous and gracious with all that is yours.  
In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People    Source:  Written by Terri and posted on RevGalBlogPals.  
 
For all the blessings of this life, 
we give thanks to You, Creator God. 
For families, friends, colleagues, neighbors, and strangers, 
who nurture us, that the love of God may grow within. 
That Your love, your Word, like a seed, 
may grow to produce in us, good fruit. 
 
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
 
 



5 
 

For the leaders of various nations and cities, 
that they may lead with strong hearts and gentle hands and generous spirits, 
with compassion and mercy, with wisdom and grace. 
May they reflect your will guiding all their actions and decisions. 
 
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
 
For those who serve in harms way, 
those who live in dangerous places, 
those who live in areas of war and strife, 
those who live in fear, 
those who worry about employment, bills, food, 
and struggle just to find dignity in life. 
May your grace bring peace and safety to all people, one to another. 
 
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
 
For those who suffer from any illness or dis-ease— 
of mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore these, and all those we carry in our hearts, to fullness of health— 
health as only you, O God, can bring. 
May your mercy shower each of us with healing mercy and love. 
 
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
 
For those who are dying, and for those who have died. 
Send forth your comforting love. 
Give solace to those who mourn. 
Console those who grieve. 
May your grace surround us 
like a mantle upon our heads, 
a shawl upon our shoulders, 
a hand, to hold our hand. 
 
May your love, be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 

  
Tender God, we now lift up to you all whose needs are close to our hearts this day …  
God in your love,  hear our prayer.  
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Into your hands, Tender God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your great love 
for us.  All this we ask in Jesus’ name, who showed us your Mothering love and who taught us 
to pray:   God, our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name ...    Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:   Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet    VU 245    VIDEO  
 

 

Blessing and Commissioning  

Go from this place with joy, 
giving thanks to God, 
proclaiming Gods goodness, 
celebrating Gods love, 
and worshipping the One who scatters  
seeds of new life in our lives. 
And may the blessing of God, 
Gardener, Healer and Transforming Spirit, 
be with you now and always. Amen. 
 
     
Dismissal:    “Go Now in Peace”      VIDEO  
 

 
Next Sunday’s Readings:   

July 19 – Seventh after Pentecost / Proper 11 
 

Genesis 28:10–19a 

Jacob’s dream of the ladder. 
 

Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24 (VU p. 861) 

God, you have searched me and known me. 
 

Romans 8:12–25 

Creation groans with labour pains. 
 

Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

The parable of the weeds scattered among good seed. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANK YOU to David Morley, the President and CEO of Unicef Canada who offered us the 
message last Sunday.  If you would still like to make a donation to support the COVID work of 
UNICEF Canada, the online link can be found at:  
https://secure.unicef.ca/page/62940/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=00DIAQ03XXE or you can also 
call Unicef at this number: 1 800 567 4483  and the team can take your donation and direct it 
to their COVID-19 work or the area of work you’d like it to go to.  
 

Online Zoom Book Study Group (Claremont & Goodood United):   Our weekly book study starts  
Friday June 19th at 10:00 am and will happen every Friday morning at 10 AM until the end of July.  We 
will study Rev. Lenny Duncan’s book: “Dear Church:  A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the 
Whitest Denomination in the U.S.” which addresses the theme of anti-racism.   
Get your copy online and read along with us and join us for our Zoom conversations.  The meetings 
will be approx an hour and a half.   On Friday July 10th we will be discussing chapters 7 & 8.      
 
Joint Committee on Church Re-Opening (Goodwood and Claremont):  Wednesday, at 6:30 pm.   
 
Goodwood United Church:  Online Check-in:  Tuesdays at noon, on Zoom.    Once our check in time 
has come to a conclusion, the group will proceed with our weekly Bible Study / “Conversations about 
Life”, so feel free to join us for this as well.  
 

Claremont United Church:  Wednesdays @ 12:00 noon - Join us for a Zoom drop in meeting 
Everyone is invited to join us for these “virtual Brock Café” gatherings to connect with each other and 
check in with our congregational community.    
 

 

Continued Support for our Congregations  
Please prayerfully consider how you can continue to support your 
congregation’s ongoing ministries during this time.  

• Offerings can be mailed to the church address itself 

• PAR forms (for pre-authorized debit) are available from your 
church treasurer 

• You can send your offering by E-TRANSFER through your bank.  next page. 
For e-transfers to Claremont United, sent it to:  treasurercuc@outlook.com 
For e-transfers to Goodwood United, send it to: goodwooductreasurer@gmail.com 

Thank you for your continued support of our congregation’s ministry. 
 

Find us online!   Check out our websites!  
Check out our church websites for new updates during this time, including Sunday 
devotions, and information about coping with stress during COVID-19.  

    

https://secure.unicef.ca/page/62940/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=00DIAQ03XXE
tel:18005674483
mailto:goodwooductreasurer@gmail.com
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www.claremontunitedchurch.com 
www.goodwoodunitedchurch.com 

 
Find us on Facebook!  
 

https://www.facebook.com/goodwoodunited 
https://www.facebook.com/claremontunited 
 

http://www.claremontunitedchurch.com/
http://www.goodwoodunitedchurch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/goodwoodunited
https://www.facebook.com/claremontunited

